DeKalb County

School District

DCSD will extend the school day by one
hour on Aug. 21 due to solar eclipse

The DeKalb County School District (DCSD) will extend its school day by one hour on Monday,
Aug. 21, 2017, to provide safe viewing and instructional opportunities related to the expected
solar eclipse that day.

Dismissal will occur one hour later than usual, at the end of the extended learning period. Our
three-tier dismissal system starts with elementary schools, followed by high schools, and
finally middle schools. Parents are encouraged to contact their child's school to determine the
exact dismissal time on Monday, Aug. 21.

According to NASA, the solar eclipse will occur across North America that day when the moon
obscures 97.4 percent of the sun. The solar eclipse will be viewable around 1:02 p.m. and end
at 4 p.m. DCSD reminds its community that it is not safe to stare directly into the sun without
special glasses, and it is providing lessons that will allow students to safely take advantage of
the moment.

Those lessons may include the distribution of special viewing glasses, and opportunities to
view the eclipse using monitors and safe viewing options. Many teachers will also include
information on the eclipse in their lessons that day, as appropriate.

An informational flyer is attached to this email.




